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By David Nancarrow
Director of Communications

A small team of School District 49 
leaders put their shoveling skills to 
work on a breezy Tuesday afternoon. 
As one, the group of diggers scooped 
some softened earth, marking the 
official groundbreaking for a new el-
ementary school in the Banning Lewis 
Ranch neighborhood. 

About 70 people braved the breezy 
conditions to learn more about the 
new school. Principal Kristina Rigdon 
spoke about the vision set for the neigh-
borhood elementary school which will 
have an emphasis in the arts. 

“Through the process of creating, 
students learn critical skills that will 
carry them on any path they take,” 
Rigdon said. “Self direction, self 
management, problem solving, per-
severance, inquiry, analysis, com-
munication, collaboration, creativity, 
and innovation. These are just a few 
foundational skills needed for career 
and life success. These are also skills 
that are developed through the arts.” 

The still unnamed school is the result 
of the 3B ballot measure overwhelm-
ingly approved by voters in November 
of 2016, which brings in revenues for a 
list of priorities for the district, includ-
ing two new schools. Initial phases of 

construction began in April. 
A list of guest speakers for the 

groundbreaking event included D49 
Board of Education Marie Lavere-
Wright, who introduced two members 
of the Power Zone, Julia VanWagenen, 
a parent, and Vista Ridge High School 
student Sierra Tune. 

“The arts are where people discover 
themselves and how truly irreplaceable 
they are in this world, and how no one 
else can bring to the table exactly what 
they can,” said Tune. The VRHS senior 
spoke about her appreciation for the 
arts and enthusiasm for new school 
that will soon take shape.

“This school means there is now a 
place where these feelings of love, di-
versity, and confidence are not only 
accepted, but encouraged,” Tune said. 

As the 2017 - 2018 school year comes 
to a close, Colorado-based Nunn 
Construction will continue work at the 
site on Vista Del Pico Boulevard, not 
far from Banning Lewis Preparatory 
Academy, a D49 authorized charter 
school. A planning committee is devel-
oping a list of potential names for the 
school, listening to feedback from the 
community and seeking more input as 
the project moves forward. Doors are 
scheduled to open in August of 2019.

By David Nancarrow
Director of Communications

As July comes to a close, while students and staff are 
getting ready for a new school year, construction crews 
are still hard at work to bring online major projects 
around School District 49. 

The start of school year 2018-19 will see the grand 
opening of a new elementary school in the Falcon Zone 
in addition to the completion of multiple large-scale 
facility upgrades and improvements. These additions 
represent significant benchmarks in D49’s Building 
our Future Community plan supported by the voter-
approved 3B ballot measure in the fall of 2016. 

That plan is addressing four priorities, which are on 
track, and include: $1 million annually to recruit and 
retain top-quality teachers, $20 million every ten years 
to invest in refreshing our existing schools, making 
additions to the district’s largest high schools and the 
construction of two new neighborhood elementary 
schools, the first of which will open its doors to stu-
dents in August.

Priority 4 Update  - New Schools
The school mentioned above, Bennett Ranch 

Elementary School, is in the end-phase of construc-
tion. Final inspections are taking place as crews begin 
to install the new furniture arriving at the school. The 
final move-in and delivery of equipment will happen in 
the last two weeks of July. A ribbon-cutting ceremony 
to celebrate the grand opening is scheduled for Monday, 
July 23, at 1 p.m.

D49 officially broke ground on the second new el-
ementary school in May. As the initial foundations are 
poured, the naming process is underway for the school 
that will serve the Banning Lewis Ranch neighborhood. 
The school will have a strong focus on the arts, and is 
on schedule to open in August 2019.

D49 Celebrates New School with Official Groundbreaking

Major 3B Projects Complete for SY 18-19, Others on Track

D49 leaders and special guests break ground at site of new elementary school in Banning Lewis Ranch (Left to 
Right) Pedro Almeida, D49 COO, Brett Ridgway, D49 CBO, Peter Hilts, D49 CEO, Dr. Mike Pickering, POWER 
Zone Leader, Noelle and Evan Cruson, Kristina Rigdon, Principal of New School and Tyson Nunn, NUNN 
Construction. (District 49/Aaron Villescas) 

AFTER: Project supervisors report in July BRES is nearing 
completion and will be ready for the first day of school for 
2018-19. (District 49/Aaron Villescas)

BEFORE: Construction workers lay bricks at 
Bennett Ranch Elementary School in October of 
2017. (District 49/Communications Department)

Artistic Rendering of New Elementary School in Banning Lewis 
Ranch Neighborhood (Courtesy: DLR Group)

See Projects page 2
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Priority 3 Update - High School 
Remodels and Additions

Construction work is also wrapping up 
at Falcon High School for a new academic 
wing on the north side of campus. Th e fi nal 
sign-off  from all building departments hap-
pened in early July on the heels of a build-
ing review by the design and construction 
team. A ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the new 
addition is scheduled for 
Friday, July 27, at 4 p.m.

Crews are installing 
drywall and working 
on painting the new 
performing arts space at 
Vista Ridge High School 
through July as gym fl ooring also goes in at 
VRHS. Construction of a classroom addi-
tion is scheduled to wrap by the middle of 
August with the gym and theater to follow. 

Multiple additions prioritized by Phase 
1 and Phase 2 including the fi eld house 
at Sand Creek High School are complete. 
Phase 3 work has started at SCHS as con-
struction continues in the future Prototype 
Lab and Cafeteria Commons.

Priority 2 Update - Refresh and 
Refurbish Existing Schools

Th e push to refresh and refurbish District 
49 schools is one of the biggest tasks on the 
list of priorities. According to Wember, the 
project supervising group, work on half of 
the projects was fi nished going into this 
summer with another 25% scheduled to 
wrap up by season’s end. Th ere are almost 
60 projects underway across the district at 
various existing schools. 

Th e largest of these, is the football fi eld 
and track remodel at SCHS, to the small-

est listed as a lighting 
upgrade at the Ridgeview 
Elementary School gym. 
Going into this summer, 
work is at least one-third 
complete at each school 
while some are nearing 
90% completion. Every 
school with the exception 

of Springs Studio for Academic Excellence 
will have at least one project fi nished by 
the end of summer.

For more details on the work taking place 
at our schools, as well as budget and sched-
ule information and monthly updates, go 
to D49.org/3B to see the monthly reports 
page. We invite you to direct interested 
neighbors to the district’s digital home for 
correct and up-to-date information.

From page 1
Projects

2016 3B Priority 2 Projects Update - Refresh and Refurbish All Existing Schools

School
Number of 
Priority 2 
Projects

Budget Percent 
Complete*

Falcon High School 7 $1.38 million 70%

Falcon Middle School 14 $2.44 million 42%

Falcon Elementary School of Technology 13 $1.04 million 55%

Meridian Ranch Elementary School 7 $0.57 million 93%

Woodmen Hills Elementary School 8 $0.70 million 82%

Vista Ridge High School 11 $1.17 milion 35%

Skyview Middle School 11 $1.55 million 37%

Odyssey Elementary School 3 $0.38 million 87%

Ridgeview Elementary School 11 $0.68 million 50%

Stetson Elementary School 16 $1.00 million 35%

Sand Creek High School 24 $2.71 million 34%

Horizon Middle School 7 $1.54 million 87%

Evans International Elementary School 17 $1.23 million 34%

Remington Elementary School 8 $0.79 million 85%

Springs Ranch Elementary School 14 $0.67 million 55%

Springs Studio for Academic Excellence 5 $0.08 million 84%

Falcon Legacy Campus 19 $0.99 million 47%

PEAK Learning Center (Mohawk) 11 $0.09 million 59%

3B Budget At A Glance

Priority 1 –    $1,000,000 Annually

Budget (Over)/Under
Priority 2 – $20 Mil. $1.25 Mil.
Priority 3 – $17.5 Mil. $0.05 Mil.
Priority 4 – $46.3 Mil. $0.17 Mil.

We’re Hiring!We’re Hiring!
Professional Bus Drivers

- competitive pay
- health bene�ts
- weekends o�
- holidays o�

d49.org/careers
District 49 is thrilled to announce the completion of major construction projects 
made possible with the 3B MLO funding approved by taxpayers in the fall of 2016. 
With the start of a new school year approaching, we can’t wait to show you the 
results of our commitment to make D49 the best choice to learn, work and lead. 
Our school leaders and esteemed guests will celebrate these milestones and off er 
an up-close look at our new, and upgraded, buildings. We invite you to attend our 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies beginning the week of July 23!

You're Invited! 
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremonies

   

Bennett Ranch Elementary School: 
New School Building 
Monday July 23, 2018, 1- 2 p.m. 
11243 Londonderry Drive 
Peyton, CO 80831

ALLIES (Academy for Literacy 
Learning and Innovation Excellence) 
New Facility
Wednesday, July 25, 2018 3-4 p.m. 
6275 Bridlespur Avenue  
Colorado Springs, CO 80922

Falcon High School: 
New Academic Wing
Friday, July 27, 2018 4-5 p.m.
10255 Lambert Road  
Peyton, CO 80831
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By David Nancarrow
Director of Communications

A one-time leader on the Falcon High 
School gridiron is getting ready to make a 
splash in the National Football League. 
Kalen Ballage, class of ‘14, was selected by 
the Miami Dolphins in the fourth round 
of the NFL draft  at the end of April. 

Th e hard running Ballage is coming 
off  a memorable NCAA career at Arizona 
State University. In his second year as a 
Sun Devil, Ballage tied an FBS record, 
scoring seven rushing touchdowns and 
catching one pass for a touchdown in a 
single game. 

“As coaches, we all thought Kalen had 
the potential to play in the NFL,” said FHS 
coach and teacher Brian Green. Green 
said Ballage was a clear standout in mid-
dle and high school. “What made Kalen 
special,” Green recalled, “Was his pas-
sion for football and how much he 
cared for his team and teammates.” 

At FHS, Ballage exploded for al-
most 3000 yards and more than 50 
touchdowns. Green said Kalen’s 
current success is a formula of tal-
ent mixed with dedication.

“Knowing just how hard Kalen 
has worked to chase his dream to 
play in the NFL makes it even 
more exciting to see him reach 
that level,” said Green.

Ballage will continue 
that journey with the 
Dolphins as the team 
holds workouts for the 
2018 season.

FHS Grad Selected in NFL DraftFHS Grad Selected in NFL Draft

 Rushing Yards 1984
 Receiving Yards 684
 Touchdowns 29

Kalen Ballage By the Numbers
NCAA Totals

Arizona State University 
**Credit: thesundevils.com**

By David Nancarrow
Director of Communications

During its work session at the end of June, the D49 
Board of Education heard some initial information 
from the D49 Business Offi  ce about an exciting oppor-
tunity for our families and the district. Th is November 
voters will have the chance to ensure D49 funding 
grows steadily to meet the ever-changing needs of our 
community. To do this, the business offi  ce proposes 
to lower your tax rate and freeze it for the future.  

Th e Plan: A re-structuring of the 2014 3A MLO 
from a fi xed dollar amount to a fi xed rate. Th is gives 
us the fl exibility to lower that fi gure for homeowners 
and pair the redefi ned 3A with 2016’s 3B MLO into a 
combined  fl at rate of 18.5 00  mills moving forward. 

The Results: Homeowners 
•  Lower tax rate  for D49 mill levy override
•  Future changes to  your D49  tax  dollars will only 

relate to changes in  your  property value 

The Results: School District 49
•  D49 improves its ability to continue investment 

in people and facilities 
•  D49 funding grows in step with the growing 

community 
Th e D49 Business Offi  ce is in the early stages of 

seeking board approval for the November ballot. We 
will provide updates in the coming weeks.

Board of Education 
Hears Initial 

Information on Next 
Phase of Building our 

Future Community Plan
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Kailyn Hobbs and family celebrating Sand Creek’s 2018 graduation on May 26, 2018. (District 49/Sam Dosen)

SSAE grads Clayton Reeves (left) and Matthew Tavernier break away from the crowd 
for a few moments post-commencement ceremony. (District 49/David Nancarrow)

Five homeschool high school seniors were honored for their completion during a 
special ceremony May 19 at the Creekside Success Center. (District 49/Amy Matisek)

Ann-Christine Sarrah Stair (right), who was honored by teacher Beth Rohr, re-
ceived her Associates of Arts in English from PPEC. (District 49/David Nancarrow)
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Patriot High School graduates eagerly await receiving their diplomas at their 
ceremony May 18 at the Creekside Success Center. (District 49/Amy Matisek)

Sand Creek graduates celebrating after their tassel ceremony on May 26, 2018. (District 49/Sam Dosen)

Falcon High School’s class of 2018 lining up for the ceremony at the World Arena on May 26, 2018. (District 49/Sam Dosen)

Matthew Mahoney entering the World Arena for Vista Ridge High School’s 
graduation ceremony on May 26, 2018. (District 49/Aaron Villescas)

Ann-Christine Sarrah Stair (right), who was honored by teacher Beth Rohr, re-
ceived her Associates of Arts in English from PPEC. (District 49/David Nancarrow)
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Helpful Links on D49.org
Services & Information
3B Projects: D49.org/3B
49 Pathways: D49.org/49Pathways
Before and A� er School Care: D49.org/Base49
Board of Education: D49.org/BOE
Bus Fees: D49.org/BusFees
Calendar: D49.org/Calendar
Enrollment: D49.org/Enroll
Financial Information: D49.org/FinancialTransparency
Gi� ed Education: D49.org/Gift ed
Human Resources: D49.org/HR
Job Postings: D49.org/careers
Map: D49.org/Map
Meal Fees: D49.org/MealFees
Mill Levy Oversight Committee: D49.org/MLO-Oversight

Nutrition Services: D49.org/Nutrition
School Nurses: D49.org/Nursing
Special Education: D49.org/SPED
Transportation: D49.org/Transportation

Direct to the Schools
Falcon High School: D49.org/FHS
Falcon Middle School: D49.org/FMS
Bennett Ranch Elementary School: D49.org/BRES
Falcon Elementary School of Technology: D49.org/FESoT
Meridian Ranch Elementary School: D49.org/MRES
Woodmen Hills Elementary School: D49.org/WHES
Vista Ridge High School: D49.org/VRHS
Skyview Middle School: D49.org/SMS
Odyssey Elementary School: D49.org/OES

Ridgeview Elementary School: D49.org/RVES
Stetson Elementary School: D49.org/SES
Academy for Literacy, Learning & Innovation Excellence: 
D49.org/ALLIES
Sand Creek High School: D49.org/SCHS
Horizon Middle School: D49.org/HMS
Evans International Elementary School: D49.org/EIES
Remington Elementary School: D49.org/RES
Springs Ranch Elementary School: D49.org/SRES
Banning Lewis Academy: blracademy.org
Falcon Homeschool Program: D49.org/FHP
GOAL Academy: goalac.org
Imagine Classical Academy: imagineclassical.org
Patriot High School: D49.org/PHS
Pikes Peak Early College: D49.org/PPEC
Pikes Peak School of Expeditionary Learning: ppsel.org
Power Technical Early College: jamesirwin.org/power-tech
Rocky Mountain Classical Academy: rmcacs.org
Springs Studio for Academic Excellence: D49.org/SSAE
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 Taylor Yazzie, 11, fi fth-grader from OES, smiles about her efforts throwing the shot put at the D49 
track meet that took place at FHS May 17. (District 49/David Nancarrow)

www.powersdentalgroup.com

• Family
Dental Care

• Invisalign
• Crowns and 
Bridges

• Teeth Whitening
• Wisdom Teeth
• Root Canal 
Therapy

• Implants

Saturday and Evening
Appointments Available

www.powersdentalgroup.com
597-9737

Family Dentistry
with a Soft Touch

for Children, Parents
& Grandparents

SAME DAY
EMERGENCY

CARE

★★★ Proudly Serving the Military for over 40 Years ★★★

Conveniently located on Powers Blvd.

By Amy Matisek
Internal Communications Manager

Nearly 400 fourth and fi ft h-graders from 
10 schools across D49 participated at the 
all-district track meet May 17 at Falcon 
High School. Students were gathered to-
gether to practice physical education skills 
learned throughout the year and to experi-
ence competition.

 “It’s my favorite day of the year,” shared 
Jeff  Ingram, P.E. teacher from Springs 
Ranch Elementary School. “Th is day 
shows great collaboration with all the P.E. 
teachers in the district.” Th e event began 
16 years ago and has expanded to include 
more events over the years.

Some elementary students were happy 
just to be there. “Th is is my fi rst track 
meet,” remarked Delaila Pena, 10, fourth-
grader at Stetson Elementary School. “I’m 

so excited.” 
Student-athletes competed in individual 

dashes such as the 100m and 200m, relays, 
frisbee toss, long jump, soft ball throw and 
shot put.

“I am pretty athletic, and I like running 
with my dad,” commented Cori Flanagan, 
11, fi ft h-grader at Remington Elementary 
School. “But, I learned that if you have fun, 
you win.”

Students were selected to participate 
based on sportsmanship, respect and 
grades. “Th e day was about giving stu-
dents a taste of track and fi eld,” stated Kelly 
Morton, P.E. teacher at RES. “Kids could 
see if it’s something they like.”

For those students who do want to pur-
sue the sport in the future, they may some-
day be representing a D49 high school track 
team together.

Students Across District Win 
with Track and Field Day

Ethan Falkenberg, 11, fi fth-grader at RVES, participates in the long jump event at the all-district 
elementary school track and fi eld day May 17 at FHS. (District 49/Amy Matisek)
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